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to England. In Germany, the Liberals and Socialists pro-
tested bitterly against his ill-considered act and the dangers
of his personal rule. Biilow tendered his resignation, but
withdrew it after the Kaiser promised in the future not
to talk politics without his Chancellor's advice. But in the
great Reichstag debate growing out of this affair, the Kaiser
felt that Biilow did not adequately defend his sovereign's
position. He no longer regarded his Chancellor with the
same favor and confidence.

Count Metternich, the German Ambassador in England,
was greatly distressed at seeing the two countries drifting
into mutual misunderstandings and recriminations which
one day might lead to war. English public opinion was
demanding that the Cabinet should assure the "Two Power
Standard" (that the English navy should be as strong as
the combined navies of any other two Powers), and that if
Germany built four Dreadnoughts annually, England should
build eight. Lord Roberts began to tour the country trying
to arouse England to the creation of a huge army and the
adoption of the continental system of universal military
service, naming Germany as the enemy of the future. A
year ago, reported Metternich, these speeches would have
been regarded as so exaggerated that they would have made
no impression; today they are taken more seriously. The
fundamental cause of all this alarm and agitation, Metter-
nich believed, was the rapid increase of the German navy.
He therefore suggested the desirability of slowing down
Germany's program of construction from four to three ships
annually, and of trying to come to some understanding with
England.138

Biilow personally was in favor of the suggestion. To
facilitate an understanding with England he hastened to
the Morocco settlement of 1909, which he hoped

138 Metternich to Bulow, Nov. 22, 27; Dec. 11, 20, 29, 1908; Jan.
14, 20: GJ?.f XXVIII, 23-75.